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Tukaram who after Namdev was the greatest of Maratha
saints, and who wields the widest influence in Maharastra,
was equally eclectic. He was a contemporary of Sivaji and
one of the inspirers of the spirit which welded the Marathas
into a people united in common aims and aspirations. He
was born at Dehy, near Poona, about 1608 A,D. He belonged
to the Maratha caste, and came from a family which had
been for several generations devoted to the worship of
Vithoba. His father was a petty trader, who entrusted his
business to him when he was only a boy of thirteen. On the
death of his father four years later the business fell into con-
fusion, out of which it was rescued for a time through the
help of one of his wives. But this prosperity did not last
long, he gave away his money to a needy person who was
threatened with imprisonment and himself became bankrupt.
A famine followed, and one of his wives was starved to death.
Tukaram became intensely disgusted with worldly life, gave
up all business and devoted himself completely to contempla-
tion and devotion. His life of piety and service made him
popular with the people all round. But the Brahmans became
jealous of his fame and subjected him to persecution. Sivajf
whose star was just rising, however, became his admirer and
tried to offer him wealth, comfort and ease, which of course
was refused.
Tukaram's teachings are embodied in his numerous
Abhangs which number between five and eight thousand. They
deal with all aspects and every problem of religion as it pre-
sented itself to the peoples of India in that period, the nature
of God, His relation with the world and man, His grace, the
destiny of man, the method of realization, the standard of
virtue, the path of devotion, the obstacles, sufferings and
triumphs of the devotee, the emotions accompanying various
stages of religious life, the snares of the world and of sense,
the character of saints, the need of the preceptor, the use-
lessness of externalia, the iniquity of social distinctions and
so on.